
 
 

 

 

Dear Policy+ Members, 

 

We hope you are enjoying the best time of the year in Beijing! Riley Walters of the 

Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank in Washington, DC, visited the 

AmCham China office yesterday and exchanged thoughts on US-China relations 

and the ongoing trade disputes with our policy team.  

 

Here are some highlights: 

• To some degree, VP Pence's October 4 speech at the Hudson Institute in 

Washington DC laid out current US perspectives on US-China relations. Some 

feel that reaction from the speech will blow-over after the current news 

cycle. Many in DC are wondering who wrote that speech. 

• The CFIUS reforms and tightened scrutiny on Chinese investment in the US will 

not be as restrictive as people think. Comprehensive knowledge on every 

potential foreign investment transaction in the US is the biggest hurdle for many 

on the CFIUS committee and in the US government. 

• There is little disagreement within the US administration on the concerns about 

China; it is which approach to handle these concerns that people disagree about. 

• Midterm elections will have less of an impact on the outcome of current trade 

negotiations, a sharp contrast with much of the wishful thinking heard here in 

China. 



 
 

 

• There is speculation that the US and China could potentially reach a quasi-deal 

like the one with Japan but it is not really a deal--it simply would delay any new 

tariffs during negotiations while the current tariffs stay in place. 

• Xi and Trump could meet at the G20 Summit but that might depend on the next 

Trump-Kim summit. (News reports overnight indicate that there indeed will be a 

G20 meeting between Xi and Trump). 

• There is no official China containment policy in the US government. Similar to 

the comments we heard from Scott Kennedy of CSIS last month, the US does not 

necessarily oppose China's "Made in China 2025," it is "how China implements 

these policies" that is deemed problematic by DC. 

 

For those of you who have signed up for the White Paper Delivery Meeting with 

State Administration of Taxation (SAT), we will see you on Wednesday. Otherwise, 

stay tuned for our next meeting announcement! If you have questions and or 

comments, please feel free to reach out to policyteam@amchamchina.org. 

 

All the best, 

--AmCham China Policy Team 

 
 

 

https://amcham.eventbank.cn/track/redirect?type=campaign&lid=1&tracking_id=%5btrackingId%5d&redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsj.com%2Farticles%2Ftrump-and-xi-plan-to-meet-amid-trade-tension-1539266715

