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Dear Policy+ Subscribers, 

 

Last Tuesday, we attended the 40th Anniversary Dialogue hosted by the US-Asia Institute at the 

Diaoyutai State Guesthouse. Madame Fu Ying, Chair and Chief Expert, National Institute of 

International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; and Vice Chair, Foreign Affairs 

Committee of the Chinese National People's Congress (NPC), spoke at the event. 

 

For those of you who were not able to attend, please see some of the highlights below:  

 

Thucydides Trap and 鸡同鸭讲 

• Fu Ying believed that even though the US-China relationship is at a low point, communications 

are the key. She recounted US Vice President Pence's declaration of China as a strategic 

competitor, as being a shocking moment for all Chinese scholars.  

• She warned against the Thucydides Trap, a concept that was originally raised by Harvard 

University Political Scientist Graham Allison and has been used by some to describe the bilateral 

relationship. The theory argues that when a rising power challenges a dominant power, war is 

inevitable.  

• She argued that the US is determined to believe China is a threat; on the other hand, China 

perceives the US as a bully as "it tries to stop China from becoming wealthy and prosperous." At 

one point, she compared the current state of bilateral communications to a chicken talking with a 

duck.  
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• That said, she thought the trade tensions could also push for more reforms within China. 

"You can't drift upward but you can drift downward" 

She said the bilateral relationship could evolve in three ways: 

• 1) "a new relationship" wherein the differences would become more manageable with areas 

(e.g., climate change) in which both sides to collaborate; 

• 2) "a dangerous path" in which both sides are in a tennis competition expecting the other side to 

make fatal mistakes while testing the other's limits; 

• 3) "a drifting stage" in which neither side knows what to do and decisions are made on a short-

term basis. While in this scenario both sides would be unlikely to rush into making major 

decisions, the nature of "drifting" may lead to further deterioration.  

"In China, you can always find any case to prove your point." 

• She acknowledged that Intellectual Property (IP) theft was a real issue but she also made a 

point that the Chinese government has done a lot to revamp and reform its political (e.g., anti-

corruption efforts) and economic systems (e.g., opening up).  

• She spent a portion of her remarks explaining why and how China is on a learning curve. An 

example she cited was the long process of releasing the environmental law and how the 

struggles between the central and the local government always remain as a tension point.  

• She also highlighted how China used to be marginalized by the west, whether in media or in 

public diplomacy. However, she believes this is shifting as China becomes more powerful. She 

called on the US to look at the bright side of China instead of focusing on the negative.  

 

If you missed the event but would like to learn more about Fu Ying's stance on the bilateral 

relationship, please see here and here. That's all for today, thank you for reading. In the coming 

weeks, we will be rolling out our next series of Policy+ exclusive events and reports. Please stay 
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tuned and get excited! 

 

Best, 

AmCham China Government Affairs and Policy Team 

 


