	ESSAY 250 CONTEST
American Chamber of Commerce in China  ·  Celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary



	This document is your official submission package for the AmCham China Essay 250 Contest. Please complete ALL sections, paste your essay in Part 3, sign the Terms & Conditions in Part 4, and email the completed document to essay250@amchamchina.org by July 4, 2026 at 11:59 PM CST.


PART 1 — Student Information

Please complete all fields below. Use your full legal name as it appears on your US passport.
	Student First Name 
	

	Student Last Name 
	

	Age 
	

	Grade Level 
	

	Contest Category 
	

	School Name 
	

	School City 
	

	School Type 
	

	US Passport Number 
	

	US Passport Expiry Date 
	

	Student Email (if applicable)
	



PART 2 — Parent / Guardian Information

A parent or legal guardian must complete this section and sign Part 4. All correspondence regarding this submission will be sent to the email address provided below.
	Parent / Guardian Full Name 
	

	Relationship to Student 
	

	Parent / Guardian Email 
	

	Parent / Guardian Phone 
	

	Parent / Guardian WeChat ID 
	




PART 3 — Essay Submission

	Essay Prompt
“As an American living in China, what does the 250th anniversary of the United States mean to you? Write an essay reflecting on American values, history, or identity as seen through your unique experience abroad.”



Essay Guidelines
	Word count
	Elementary School (Grades 6 & Under)  |   Middle School (Grades 7–9): 500–800 words   |   High School (Grades 10–12): 800–1,200 words

	Language
	English only

	Format
	Paste your essay as plain text below. Do not include your name anywhere in the essay text — submissions are blind-reviewed by the judging panel.

	Originality
	The essay must be entirely your own original, unpublished work. AI-generated content is not permitted.

	Limit
	One submission per student. Only the final submitted version will be judged.



	Essay Title *
	Enter your essay title here



Essay Text *
	Paste or type your essay below. Do NOT include your name, school, or any personal identifying information in the essay text — this ensures a fair, blind review by the judging panel.



	[Paste or type your essay here. Remove this placeholder text before submitting.]
























PART 4 — Terms, Conditions & Parental Consent

Please read each clause carefully. The parent or legal guardian must initial next to each clause and sign at the bottom of this page. Submissions received without a completed Part 4 will not be eligible.
A.  Eligibility
By signing your initials below, the parent or legal guardian certifies the following on behalf of the student:
1.  US Citizenship:  The student named in Part 1 is a US passport holder and the passport information provided is accurate and current.     
2.  Residency:  The student is currently residing and enrolled in school (international, local, or home-schooled) in Mainland China at the time of submission.    
3.  Age & Grade:  The grade level indicated in Part 1 is accurate. The student is enrolled in grades 7–12.     
B.  Originality & Academic Integrity
By signing your initials below, the parent or legal guardian and student jointly confirm:
4.  Original Work:  The submitted essay is entirely the student's own original, unpublished work and has not been previously submitted to any other contest, publication, or platform.     
5.  No AI Generation:  The essay was written solely by the student. AI-generated content (including but not limited to ChatGPT, Copilot, or similar tools) has not been used to write or substantially rewrite any part of the essay.     
6.  No Plagiarism:  The essay does not reproduce, copy, or paraphrase any third-party content without proper attribution. Any quotations from other sources are clearly identified.     
7.  One Submission:  Only one essay has been submitted under this student's name. In the event of multiple submissions, only the most recently received complete package will be considered.     
C.  Agreement to Participate
By signing your initials below, the parent or legal guardian accepts the following contest terms:
8.  Contest Rules:  We have read and understood the Essay 250 Contest guidelines and agree to participate under those terms, including the applicable word count, submission deadline (July 4, 2026, 11:59 PM CST), and format requirements.     
9.  Judging Process:  We understand that submissions will be blind-reviewed by an independent panel of judges. The decision of the judging panel is final and binding. No correspondence regarding individual judging decisions will be entered.     
10.  Prize Conditions:  If selected as a winner or runner-up, we agree to accept the prize as offered. Prizes are non-transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash or alternative items. We agree to participate in the awards ceremony at the AmCham China Annual General Meeting (in person or by video) if invited.     
11.  Disqualification:  We understand that AmCham China reserves the right to disqualify any submission that does not comply with the eligibility criteria, word count, submission requirements, or any clause of these Terms & Conditions.     
D.  Publication & Publicity
By signing your initials below, the parent or legal guardian agrees to the following:
12.  Right to Publish:  AmCham China may publish winning and selected finalist essays on its website (amchamchina.org) and in the AmCham China Quarterly magazine. AmCham China will contact the parent or guardian separately to seek specific approval before publishing any individual essay. No essay will be published without that additional consent.
13.  Attribution:  If published, the essay will be credited to the student by first name and last initial, grade level, and city of residence (e.g. "Jane S., Grade 10, Beijing"). Full names will not be published without explicit additional consent.    
14.  Promotional Use:  AmCham China may reference the contest, its participants, and/or prize winners in press releases, social media posts, event programmes, and member communications. No photographs of minors will be used without separate written consent.     
15.  No Compensation:  Participation in the contest does not entitle the student or parent/guardian to any payment, royalty, or compensation beyond the prize (if awarded), including for any publication or promotional use described in clauses 12–14.     
E.  Data & Privacy
By signing your initials below, the parent or legal guardian acknowledges the following:
16.  Data Collection:  AmCham China will collect and store the personal information provided in this submission package solely for the purposes of administering the Essay 250 Contest.     
17.  Data Handling:  Personal information will be handled in accordance with the AmCham China Privacy Policy (available at amchamchina.org) and applicable data protection regulations. Information will not be shared with third parties except as required by law or with the explicit consent of the parent or guardian.     
18.  Passport Information:  Passport information collected is used solely to verify US citizenship eligibility and will not be stored beyond the contest administration period or shared externally.     
F.  General
19.  Governing Terms:  These Terms & Conditions are governed by the rules of AmCham China and its board. AmCham China reserves the right to amend the contest rules, timeline, or prizes at any time, with notice provided via the AmCham China website.     
20.  Contact:  All contest-related enquiries should be directed to essay250@amchamchina.org.     

	Both the parent/legal guardian AND the student (where applicable) must sign below. Unsigned submissions will not be accepted.



By signing below, we confirm that we have read, understood, and agree to all 20 clauses of the Terms, Conditions & Parental Consent set out in Part 4 of this document.
Parent / Legal Guardian
	
Signature
	  
	
Date



Printed Name: _____________________________________________
Student
	
Signature
	  
	
Date



Printed Name: _____________________________________________


